
26, 1951

Mr* James Hoffa,
2741 5ptmbull Aye*,
Detroit, Hlcihlgan

Pear Sir and Brother^

^^®sod find aopy of a letter Moal»6cl la thie office
th$e morning signed by Woodford Iteis, 6543 Woodpotr Ayenueo
^diioh is self-explanatory*

Of course, you realise this is a tiOkliah question and I
uould appreciate your advising to this matter is
brought to the Ooverameiltal Ageaoiea#

fraternally yours.

pF/avo AGflBG FOR DAHIBL J* fGBJN
licll OEWSftAL PRESIPM1E
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Woodford Knnis
■6543 Woodrov Are

V ;Detrpi.t, ,:Mi.ch.

■K-'l \--' >

.Xateriaa1;ional-B]pQl^^li6bd.::©f^ 3?eimst^ vt "^- .
Bear'Sir: ■ - v" ■^'r '' v . -

■  ̂ I have been instructed to vrite you to see if you could throv
■  some light on the activity and the policy of local 299 of

:  ■ Detroit/ Mich^ni the discriminatory practice against colored .
; hhover-ther^road 4x"'ive which they exclude from their local*

,  lihie ̂ hny other race have to measure up, to or'comply to all ~
;  ■h/Vdemands of society amd-.our gov©rnment> there are no exemptions
/■' /made for us because- we happen to be of the darker race, and of .

■  - .a minority group, so>.i canlt understand'why ve can* t be given
the same chance in earning a living- we; are given, in helping,

/to" bear'the natlcnal'burden-..- ■ " ■ ■■f

.;. :Our Beinbcratic way of life is-, supposed to bs to give each and,
h every man an equal' chance to earn his living as long as he

qualifies for the Job he 'is seeking, but not so with Local 299
. here in Detroit, lim speaking from, experience as Mr* Milton
Lloyd and I were told that we could not operate in and -out of

^Michigan even though employed and had been for six months and,
our equipment, was also registered and licensed here in-the state
and carried H.C.I.P. plates. ^ We were employed by. the Scarpan
Frt. Lines at 14900 West Warren. Dearborn, Mich and the union
refused to let our employers renew' our lease Jan." 1st 1951, the_
union also refused us membership as over-the-road drivers, but

. tried to get us;to work for the iexas Cartage Co, which only. ; .
does city wo^k and-of course tliey " could .not ,use equipment as -
large as ours, so we are now forced to seek employment, out-- ' y
side the state. As I understand It the union is supposed to
govern its membership and not,-free;enterprise, something that
the public contributes to., Now l-*m sorry If I, souad.a little

ZVA harsh but it very known that Local 299 controls and .dictates
to several Frt. Companies here in Datroit, which was the case
with Scarpan Frt., Lines and have proof to that effect.

11, Ve have also been told by several companies that they would .
be glad to hire us if the Union would permit, so it seems as
if the xinion is dictating and at the same time discriminating. ^
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CazV t sonetaint; be done so that we can aave a chance to earn
a liviBiS witr.out being forced to leave our state to do it.
Would appreciate an answer or advice.

Yours truly.

Woodford innis.

THOMAS C. FLYNN

222 £. HJCHIGAN ST.

tHQlANAPOLlS 4. INO.
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